
REMARKS 

Jli:n:s 27 and 2^-4- pendiiia ready tcy Laitrei^ 

action nn the merits. 

■2 i 11 m 27 has been amended to reci^^- ^h...i':. t; he froduot lias a 
pc'rosity of 0.279- 0.477 cmVg . Support f -:-r thiis range can be 
fC'Und m Table 1 on page 4 of che specification. 

Claim 48 has been amended to recite tliat the cross - 1 inking 
is performed with 1 , 4 -dichlorc^methyl - 2 , 5 -dimethylbenzene . Support 
fcr this amendment can be found on page 3, line 18. 

No new matter has been added by way of tlie above - amendment . 

The following sections correspcnd to the sections of the 
outstanding Office Action. 

Issues under 35 U,S,C. § 112. 1^^ paragraph 

Tiie Examiner rejects claims 27, 29- 3^- and 48 fcr containing 
ricw^ matter. Applicants respectfully traverse th.e rejection. 

:-;ptv.;if ically, the Examiner obgects to the plirase ^tu^eater 
than :.2'/9 cm"/g" i^'^ claims 27 and 4-. The Examiner finds that 
-CIS ; cLMse adds new :-.-it^er ti :::c-hjsure, since ^!:e only 
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.-rn /'a" with "the produrt has a poL--s 1. y ct '"^ . 2 ^ -- G . 4 'z' 7 '.:m Vg - " 

Applicants respectfully subniil. that tins porosity range does 
not add new matter, since the pres^rnt disclosure placed m the 
possession of the p^ublic a macroret 1 cul ar product having a 
porosity of 0.279-0.477 ciTiVg ■ 

First, at page 3, lines 27-31, the present inventors teach 
that the pcrosity c-f the t)rodiict is related to the amcunt of 
crosslinkintg agent used. Specifically, the present inventors 
teach : 

To determine the absorption capacity the porosity is 
studied which was fc-und to be low up to 4% of cross - 
linking agent and then to increase. (Emphasis added). 

i^ie fact that the present inventors state tliat the p-jrosity 
ip.'::reases with mcr^easing crossl inking agent implies that there is 
a range c^f porC'Sity values associated with the in\^entive 
nv^i^ r'::^re t icular product . 

Second, the endpcmts of "he ranqe, 0.2'oj :.-r/7 cmVg, v;ere 
' .iken direct !y from values ..iisri :'S€-..i ii: the sp^- v:: citicn. 

■ J d' * -s : . * t- ]d \\\~\ t ' ► : * * i : s • 1 • s- . r- c . : v; V :i \v \\\~x\ \ . 1 





Issues under 35 U,S,C. § 112, 2nd paragraph 

Claim 48 is rejected under 3b \J.^.C. 5 112, 2nd parnqia;)!; for 
eontaining a spelling error. Applicants respectfully traverse the 
i;e] ect ion . 

In response, Appdicants have renic:'ved the spelling error. As 
such, withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Issues under 35 U.S,C, § 103 

The Examiner rejects claim 48 as being unpatentable under 35 
use 1D3 over Meitzner et al . and Vul 1 lez - Sermet et al . Applicants 
respectfully traverse the rejection. 

C)n page 4, lines 6-7, the Examiner states: 

Claims 2 7 and 29-3 5 would be found allowed if limited 
to a porosity value suppc^rted by the disclosure 
C)riginally filed . 

In response, Ap'plicants have amended claim 27 to recite tlr^ 
range 0.279-0.477 cm'/g, which, as described above, finds support 
m the disclosure. Accordmulvu significant patentable 
distinctions exist betv;een t tie present claims 27 and 29- 35 and the 
c 1 1 ed references . 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the abDve ccninients and amendments, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the claims are in conditron for 
allowance. A Motrce to such effect is earnestly scdicited. 

If the Examiner has any quest rons concerning this 
application, he is requested to c^ontact Garth M. Dahlen, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 43,575, at (703) 205-8000 m the Washington, D.C. area. 

If necessary, the CC'mmissic'ner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future r-eolies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Acc^'unt No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. 5 1.17; 
pai;t icularly , extension C'f time fee^s. 

Respect fully submitted, 

EIROH, STEWART, KOLASCH Sc BIRCH, LLP 

t:y : - X^xA y^L^ > ^ 

^ Raymond C. Stewart 
K^ u . Nv . 1 , - '-^ 




VERSION WITH MARKING TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Tl:e "\iaims have been -inierideci as foilov.'s: 

Claim 27. (Twice Am^^nded; A macroret i cuiar product havinq a 
high potential to absorb organic solvents, wherein the product is 
fcrmed by cross - 1 inking a fiolymer so that: the niacroret icular 
P'roduct can mcdecularly enclose the organic solvent and the 
C'rganic solvent adheres externally to the macroret icular product, 
wherein the polymer is at least one selected from the group 
ccTLSistmg c^f pcrlystyrene , SEBS, elastomer ic SBR and hydrogenated 
SBR, the crosslmking is perfijrmed with 1 , 4 - dichlorc^methyl - 2 , 5 - 
dimethylbenzene as a crosslmking agent, and the prc-duct has a 
porosity of [greater than] 0 . 2 7 9 - 0.4 77 cmVg- 

Claim 48. (Ameniied) A macro re t icu bir p;'roduct having a high 
P'Otential to absorb organic solvents, wherein the product is 
formed by cross - 1 ink mg a polymer so thit tdie macroret i ::ul ar 
pr'--.iu:^^ CFtn mc)lecularly enclose tlie or..Tinic solvent and the 
or.r-inr:' solvent can externally adhere ^ rhe product, wherein the 
•r' :-^s ■ 1 mkmg is per f ^r r:-e':i with 1,4 -.i : 'ill . rc're t hyl - 2 , 
: V- * ::y : b-nz'-ne, an.: wlrr-vr Mo ^ i : y- ^ o^ r [les^] b.r.;ct n- 
• i f L-om tlo- o 1 c: ■ rcvv ' ; n- ■ , :-EY-:' , 



